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December 29, 2024 
 

The First Sunday of Christmas 
Lessons and Carols 

Walk With Us As Disciples of Christ! 
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Child Development Center and Pre-School 
LCMC 

Rev. Dr. George R. Qualley, D.R.S., Ph.D.,  Pastor 
(812) 259-2530  Email: pastor@stpaultaylor.com 

 
Glynda Vanecek, Organist 

Jason Richter, Office Manager      
401 West Seventh Street 

Taylor, Texas  76574   
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Office Phone:  (512) 352-2327 FAX: (512) 365-1509 
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       Website: www.stpaultaylor.com                      Online Giving Portal: 

 
 
 

   
Follow us at Facebook.com/stpaultaylor  
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KRXT 98.5 FM at 12:00pm 

St. Paul Church does take pictures and videos which will be posted on their  
Social Media and Web Page. 
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We welcome all who worship this Lord’s Day!  We are glad you are worshiping with us this 
morning.  As we can be helpful to you, we look forward to doing so.  If you would like one of 
the pastors to contact you, please mark that on the Record of Fellowship or call the church 
office.   
 

We ask that the Record of Fellowship be filled out  (members and visitors) so that we will have 
a record of your attendance.  Thank you! 
 

Visitors, we have a welcome gift for you.  Please be sure to get one.  You will find them in the 
back of the church or you may request one from one of the ushers. 

 
We Remember in Prayer 

 

Our Members: 
Inez Sladek, Elaine Oser, Brunner Grau, John Harper, Kent Safarik. 
 
Our Shut Ins:  
Terri Abert, Dorothy Grimm, Grace Bulgerin, Mary Miller, Lorene Prinz, Geraldine 
Steger, Lomis Weber, Carol Lantzsch, Lisa Cox, Geraldine Cox, Carolyn Jacobson,    
Ella Kuhl.  
 
Our family, friends, and loved ones:  
Mackenzie Brewer, Loretta Simank, Authur Moreno, Jack Dismukes, Calvin and Rosalie 
Jechow, Edward Morgan, Sandra Milner, Dora Brittian, Ryan Richey, Randell Duelm, Alma 
Russell, Tori Harris and baby, Andrea Carrizales, Mary Perez, Iris Rangel and family, Melissa 
Balderas, Kelly Clines Thompson, Rob Randig, Gayla Lantzsch, Tommy Harrison, Rhonda 
Aikey, Walter Moldenhauer, Sandra Milburn.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

***No Brunch Today *** 

St. Paul Lutheran Church      
WALK WITH US AS DISCIPLES OF CHRIST! 

Welcome! 
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Lessons and Carols 
The Festival of Lessons and Carols was first held 

on Christmas Eve 1918. It was planned by Eric Milner-White,  
who, at the age of thirty-four, had just been 

appointed Dean of King’s College Chapel in Cambridge,  
England, after experience as an army chaplain. A revision of 

the Order of Service was made in 1919 and the lessons and the prayers,  
has remained virtually unchanged.  

 

Songs will be sung from the hymnals, please stand as you are able. 
 

Processional Hymn:       “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”  P. 288 
 

INVITATION TO WORSHIP 
 Beloved in Christ, Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes 
of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this 
Holy Child; and let us make this Church glad with our carols of praise:  But first let us pray for 
the needs of his whole world; for peace and good will over all the earth; for unity and 
brotherhood within the Church he came to build. 
 

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name 
the poor and the helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick in body and in mind 
and them that mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; all who know 
not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. 
 

Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in  
a greater light, that multitude which no man can number, whose hope was in the Word made 
flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. 
 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace:  Christ give us the joys of everlasting life: and unto 
the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. 
 

The congregation sits and remains seated until the Ninth Lesson. 
 

FIRST LESSON - Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19  
God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his seed will bruise the  
serpent’s head. 
8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the 
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the  
garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, 
“I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid  
myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I  
commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 
gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that 
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
14 The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all  
livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all 
the days of your life. 15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your  
offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 17 And to 
Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree 
of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in pain 
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you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and 
you shall eat the plants of the field.  19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you  
return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 Carol:    “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”   P.  295 
 

SECOND LESSON - Genesis 22:15-18  
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed. 
15 And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, “By  
myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your 
son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars 
of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of 
his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you 
have obeyed my voice.” 

Thanks be to God. 
 

      Carol:        “Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing”               P. 270 
 

THIRD LESSON Isaiah 9:2, 6-7    

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshadowed. 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 
darkness, on them has light shone.  6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the  
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  7 Of the increase of his government and of 
peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to 
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.  The zeal of 
the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 Carol:     “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”         P.  282 
 

FOURTH LESSON - Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9  

Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah. 
1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear 
fruit.  2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.  3 And his delight 
shall be in the fear of the Lord.  He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by 
what his ears hear,  4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for 
the meek of the earth.  6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with 
the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall 
lead them.  7 The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox.  8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the 
weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den.  9 They shall not hurt or destroy in all my 
holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the 
sea. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 Carol:    “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”            P. 272 
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FIFTH LESSON - Luke 1:26-35, 38   

The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 
27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the  
virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is 
with you!”  29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of  
greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call 
his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this 
be, since I am a virgin?”  35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called 
holy—the Son of God. 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me 
according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

      Carol:          “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”            P. 276 
 
 
 

SIXTH LESSON - Luke 2:1-7  

St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 
1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be 
registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of  
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the 
house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 
6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her  
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

      Carol:        “Away in a Manger”               P. 277 
 

SEVENTH LESSON - Luke 2:8-17   

The shepherds go to the manger. 
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the  
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  15 When the angels went 
away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw 
it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

      Carol:      “What Child Is This”               P. 296 
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EIGHTH LESSON - Matthew 2:1-12  
The Wise Men are led by the star to Jesus. 
1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 
men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king 
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, 
“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land 
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who 
will shepherd my people Israel.’”  7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and  
ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem,  
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, 
that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And 
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the 
place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
11 And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and  
worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and 
myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own  
country by another way. 

 
Thanks be to God. 
 

      Carol:     “The First Noel”    P. 300 
 

NINTH LESSON - John 1:1-14  
St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 
in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not anything 
made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.  9 The true light, 
which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world 
was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own  
people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh  
nor of the will of man, but of God.  14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.   
  

Thanks be to God. 
 

           Carol:    “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”   P.275 
 

The congregation stands. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully 
restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our humanity, 
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

 

BLESSING 
May Christ, born into time to bring endless peace, guide your days and years in  
righteousness from this time onward and for evermore. 
 
SENDING HYMN   “Angels We Have Heard on High”               P.289 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress; Procession with Palms from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 
copyright 2006. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved.  
Used by permission. 
Songs  Used by Permission. CCLI License #11135365 
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Poinsettias can be picked up after the church service today. 


