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January 12, 2025 
BAPTISM OF OUR LORD  
Walk With Us As Disciples of Christ! 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church  
Child Development Center and Pre-School 

LCMC 
Rev. Dr. George R. Qualley, D.R.S., Ph.D.,  Pastor 
(812) 259-2530  Email: pastor@stpaultaylor.com 

 
Glynda Vanecek, Organist 

Jason Richter, Office Manager      
401 West Seventh Street 

Taylor, Texas  76574   
Email: office@stpaultaylor.com      

Office Phone:  (512) 352-2327 FAX: (512) 365-1509 
Office Hours: 8am-1pm Mon -Thur; Closed on Friday 

           
       Website: www.stpaultaylor.com                      Online Giving Portal: 

 
 
 

   
Follow us at Facebook.com/stpaultaylor  

SUNDAY RADIO BROADCAST 
KRXT 98.5 FM at 12:00pm 

St. Paul Church does take pictures and videos which will be posted on their  
Social Media and Web Page. 

TWCWiFi - no password needed 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church      
WALK WITH US AS DISCIPLES OF CHRIST! 

Welcome! 

We welcome all who worship this Lord’s Day!  We are glad you are worshiping with us this 
morning.  As we can be helpful to you, we look forward to doing so.  If you would like the 
pastor to contact you, please mark that on the Record of Fellowship or call the church office.   
 

We ask that the Record of Fellowship be filled out  (members and visitors) so that we will have 
a record of your attendance.  Thank you! 
 

 

We Remember in Prayer 
(Please call the church office to remove anyone from the prayer lists.) 

 
Our Members: 
Inez Sladek, Elaine Oser, Brunner Grau, John Harper, Kent Safarik. 

Our Shut Ins:  
Terri Abert, Grace Bulgerin, Mary Miller, Lorene Prinz, Geraldine Steger, Lomis Weber, 
Carol Lantzsch, Lisa Cox, Geraldine Cox, Carolyn Jacobson, Ella Kuhl.  
 
Our family, friends, and loved ones:  
Robert Harty, Mackenzie Brewer, Loretta Simank, Authur Moreno, Jack Dismukes, Calvin and 
Rosalie Jechow, Edward Morgan, Sandra Milner, Dora Brittian, Ryan Richey, Randell Duelm, 
Alma Russell, Tori Harris and baby, Andrea Carrizales, Mary Perez, Iris Rangel and family, 
Melissa Balderas, Kelly Clines Thompson, Rob Randig, Gayla Lantzsch, Tommy Harrison, 
Rhonda Aikey, Walter Moldenhauer, Sandra Milburn.  
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WELCOME 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Today's festival rejoices in God's blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as God's 
children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God when we "pass 
through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire." On this day the heavens open again for this 
assembly, and we receive the gift of God's Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine.  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
our creator, 
our protector, 
our wellspring of life. 
Amen. 
 

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our sin. 
 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Merciful God, 
you speak blessing and compassion into the world. 
Forgive us for the ways we act 
with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. 
We ignore the needs of our neighbors; 
we resist your call to oppose injustice; 
we give in to scarcity and fear; 
we assume the worst about one another. 
Cleanse us from our faults 
and release us from their grasp. 
Show us your lovingkindness. 
Restore our hearts and repair your world, 
that we may live in Christ's ways. 
Amen. 
 

God proclaims these words of assurance: 
"Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 
I have called you by name. You are mine." 
In + Christ, you are forgiven. 
In the Spirit, you are made free. 
Refreshed by the waters of mercy, 
live anew as beloved children of God. 
Amen.   
 

GATHERING SONG        “Wash, O God, Ours Sons and Daughters ”  P 445 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray 
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your 
beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may 
rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
Near the end of Israel's exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They need no 
longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called them by name now redeems 
them from all their enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and God loves them. 
 

1But now thus says the LORD, 
 he who created you, O Jacob, 
 he who formed you, O Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
 I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
 and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
 and the flame shall not consume you. 
3For I am the LORD your God, 
 the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
I give Egypt as your ransom, 
 Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 
4Because you are precious in my sight, 
 and honored, and I love you, 
I give people in return for you, 
 nations in exchange for your life. 
5Do not fear, for I am with you; 
 I will bring your offspring from the east, 
 and from the west I will gather you; 
6I will say to the north, "Give them up," 
 and to the south, "Do not withhold; 
bring my sons from far away 
 and my daughters from the end of the earth— 
7everyone who is called by my name, 
 whom I created for my glory, 
 whom I formed and made."  
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 29 
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3) 
 

1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 
 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God's name; 
 worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
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3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 
 the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 
4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 
 the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.    
5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 
 the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
 and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
7The voice of the LORD 
 bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
 the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.    
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe 
and strips the forests bare. 
 And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, "Glory!" 
10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 
 the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
11O LORD, give strength to your people; 
 give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.   
 

SECOND READING: Acts 8:14-17 
Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was recently 
baptized after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. Here the 
Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands. 
 

14Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they 
sent Peter and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive 
the Holy Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and 
they received the Holy Spirit.  
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists that 
he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the voice of 
God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is God's beloved Son. 
 

15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you 
with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of 
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, 
to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire." 
 21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and 
was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form 
like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased."  
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
      Congregation 
Children’s message  
 

Sermon  Rev. Dr. George R. Qualley 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Baptized in Water ”     P. 456 
 

With the whole church let us confess our faith. 
 

CREED 
Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 
 A brief silence. 
You call us by name and form us. We give thanks for the gift of baptism. Nurture the baptized 
and equip people sent to proclaim the good news, especially Young Adults in Global Mission 
and international congregations. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your voice sounds over the waters. Speak words of healing over the rivers and lakes, seas and 
oceans. Heeding your voice, lead us to care for water, and the land and creatures it nourishes. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
You give strength to your people. Uphold all who serve the common good. Guide federal and 
state legislators, city and county officials, judges and juries. Strengthen our resolve to serve all 
in need. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
You are with us in challenging times. Draw near to all who are recovering from surgery, 
undergoing treatment, or who are ill (especially). Accompany individuals and families affected by 
addiction or mental health challenges. Uphold each person as your beloved. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
You draw us into community. Embolden ministries of racial reconciliation, nurture work on behalf 
of immigrants and refugees, and equip each to use their gifts for the sake of neighbors near and 
far. God of grace, 
hear our prayer.   
We pray for all our military, especially those deployed.  We keep in our prayers all the Wounded 
Warriors that have returned home to heal. We pray for our missionaries: for Cheryl Kruckemeyer 
our missionary in Tanzania, for Jorge and Christina in the Home Office serving with the World 
Mission Prayer League, and for our sister congregations at Peace Lutheran Church in Rockdale, 
Texas & Fahlun Lutheran Church in Nelson, Minnesota. Bless and protect all our local nurses, 
doctors, healthcare workers and first responders, our students, teachers and school 
administrators.  God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Almighty God, you sent your son with a mission to seek and to save the lost. Give us the 
courage and faith to join you in the Kingdom work that you are up to right in our own community. 
We thank you for our network of churches, Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ and our 
Texas District. By the power of your Holy Spirit, guide our District Council and give them wisdom 
as they promote our mission to multiply disciples and churches. Today we also give you thanks 
for St. Paul in Karnes City, Texas and their pastor Thomas Mutz. Bless their work for your 
Kingdom’s sake.   God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
You grant us peace. Comfort all who grieve. Dwell with us in this life and, at the last, join us with 
the saints whom you have created, formed, and named. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is 
revealed among the people. 
Amen.  

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you.   Amen 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray.  
 

O God of justice and love, 
we give thanks to you  
that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. 
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, 
and at the end bring all the world to your feast; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. 
Amen. 
  
SENDING SONG  “Go, My Children, with My Blessing ”   P. 543 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Live in hope. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress; Procession with Palms from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 
copyright 2006. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved.  
Used by permission. 
Songs  Used by Permission. CCLI License #11135365 
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Serving January 19 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK 
  

TODAY                         Jan 12 
 9:00 - Handbell Choir Practice - Sanctuary 
 10:00 -        Worship Service - Sanctuary 
 11:00 -        Sunday School, Brunch and Adult Education    
 12:00 -        Radio Broadcast – KRXT 98.5 FM 
MONDAY                   Jan 13 
   No Scheduled Activities 
TUESDAY           Jan 14 
 6:00 - Scouts Committee Mtg - Fellowship Hall 
 6:30 - CDC Board Mtg -St Paul House 
WEDNESDAY          Jan 15 
 9:30 - Folding Bulletins 
 1:30 - Prayer Time 
 2:00 - Pastor’s Bible Study 
THURSDAY          Jan 16 
   No Scheduled Activities 
FRIDAY           Jan 17 
   No Scheduled Activities/Church Office Closed 
SATURDAY          Jan 18 
   No Scheduled Activities 
NEXT SUNDAY          Jan 19  
 10:00 -        Worship with Holy Communion - Sanctuary 
 11:00 -        Sunday School, Brunch and Adult Education 
 12:00 -        Radio Broadcast – KRXT  98.5 FM 

Serving Today  
 
Council Ushers:   Terry Richter, Don Artieschoufsky 
 Reader:   Chris Rohlack 
 Acolytes:  Sunny Paulsen 
 Altar Flowers:  Open 

Council Ushers:   Rhonda Ochoa, Loren Dittmeyer 
 Reader:   Katie Safarik 
 Acolytes:  Amelia Cotterill, Maddie Wilson 
 Altar Flowers:  Open 

Announcement 

The Crossways Bible Study session will restart today with Bo Stiles leading the sessions. 

 

Our prayers are with the Filla family at the baptism of Morgan Dale Filla today after our worship 
service. 


