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St. Paul Lutheran Church

WALK WITH US AS DISCIPLES OF CHRIST!
Welcome!

We welcome all who worship this Lord’s Day! We are glad you are worshiping with us today.
As we can be helpful to you, we look forward to doing so. If you would like the pastor to
contact you, please mark that on the Record of Fellowship or call the church office.

We ask that the Record of Fellowship be filled out (members and visitors) so that we will have
a record of your attendance. Thank you!

We Remember in Prayer
(Please call the church office to remove anyone from the prayer lists.)

Our Members:
Jane Vorwerk, Kent Safarik.

Our Shut Ins:
Inez Sladek, Terri Abert, Grace Bulgerin, Mary Miller, Lorene Prinz, Geraldine Steger,
Lomis Weber, Carol Lantzsch, Lisa Cox, Geraldine Cox, Carolyn Jacobson.

Our family, friends, and loved ones:

Wayne Schroeder, Rachel Elson, Richard Jansky, Jackie Matthys Thomas, Felicia Garcia,
Penny Dittman, Alan Debus, Robert Harty, Mackenzie Brewer, Loretta Simank, Authur Moreno,
Jack Dismukes, Calvin and Rosalie Jechow, Edward Morgan, Sandra Milner, Dora Brittian,
Ryan Richey, Alma Russell, Tori Harris and baby, Mary Perez, Iris Rangel and family, Melissa
Balderas, Kelly Clines Thompson, Rob Randig, Gayla Lantzsch, Tommy Harrison, Walter
Moldenhauer.

Join us on:
April 17 - Maundy Thursday
April 18 - Good Friday
April 20 - Easter Sunday

EASTER SUNDAY
Our 10:00 am service will begin with a flowering of the cross in the altar area at
the front of the church. Children are welcome to participate. Immediately g
following the 10:00 am service there will be an Easter egg hunt for the children. “.,“q

All Easter Lily orders need to be turned in by Monday, April 14th
at 1:00pm Easter Lilies will $14/ea.



WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTRODUCTION
Today we follow Christ from triumphal entry to the cross, each waypoint of the journey marked
by Jesus' compassion for those who would betray, mock, accuse, or do violence to him. Though
persecuted and beaten, Jesus the Son of God is not disgraced; instead, he asks forgiveness for
those who put him to death. We have walked the Lenten pathway these forty days, each of us
invited through baptism to "let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus." We enter this
holy week accompanying Jesus to the cross with both grief and thanksgiving in our hearts,
trusting in God's redeeming love.

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Luke 19:28-40

Bpfter he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. **When he had come
near Bethghage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the
disciples, *’saying, "Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a
colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. *'If anyone asks you, 'Why are you
untying it?" just say this, 'The Lord needs it." **So those who were sent departed and found it as
he had told them. **As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, "Why are you untying
the colt?" **They said, "The Lord needs it." **Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing
their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. ®*As he rode along, people kept spreading their
cloaks on the road. *’As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the
whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds
of power that they had seen, **saying,

"Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!"

*9Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, order your disciples to stop." “°He
answered, "l tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out."

BLESSING OF PALMS

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. Today he
entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who spread
garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry them. Grant
us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection,
we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” P. 344



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take
on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his
obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a
This text, the third of the four Servant Songs in Isaiah, speaks of the servant's obedience amid
persecution. Though the servant has been variously understood as the prophet himself or a
remnant of faithful Israel, Christians have often recognized the figure of Christ in these poems.

“The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that | may know how to sustain the
weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens wakens my ear to listen as those who are
taught. *The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and | was not rebellious, | did not turn backward.
8l gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;

| did not hide my face from insult and spitting. "The Lord GOD helps me; therefore | have not
been disgraced; therefore | have set my face like flint, and | know that | shall not be put to
shame; “he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. °It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will
declare me guilty?

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 31:9-16
Into your hands, O LORD, | commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)

®Have mercy on me, O LORD, for | am in trouble;
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.
"°For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing;
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed.
" am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my acquaintances;
when they see me in the street they avoid me.
'?|ike the dead | am forgotten, out of mind;
| am as useless as a broken pot.
®For | have heard the whispering of the crowd:; fear is all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.
“But as for me, | have trusted in you, O LORD.
I have said, "You are my God.
My times are ! in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
'®et your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love."

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11
Paul quotes from an early Christian hymn that describes Jesus' humble obedience in his
incarnation as a human being, even to death, and his exaltation and glory as Lord of all.



®Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, °who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 'but emptied himself, taking the
form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled
himself and became obedient to the point of death even death on a cross. *Therefore God also
highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, °so that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, "'and every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Lenten Acclamation

Re - turn  to the Lord, your God, re - turn to the Lord, your
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GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 22:14—23:56
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Luke 22:14—23:56

Through the teachings and events of the passion story we see and hear the great contradictions
that characterize the coming of God's reign. The leader serves the followers, proud Peter is
revealed in his cowardice, and Jesus—the innocent bringer of life—is arrested, beaten,
executed, and buried.

“When the hour came, Jesus took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. "°He said to
them, "l have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before | suffer; ®for | tell you, | will
not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God." ""Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks
he said, "Take this and divide it among yourselves; '®for | tell you that from now on | will not
drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes." °Then he took a loaf of bread, and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." And he did the same with the cup after supper,
saying, "This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. ?'But see, the one
who betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the table. 2For the Son of Man is going as it has
been determined, but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!" >*Then they began to ask one
another which one of them it could be who would do this.

2N dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded as the
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greatest. “But he said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those in
authority over them are called benefactors. 2But not so with you; rather the greatest among you
must become like the youngest, and the leader like one who serves. ?’For who is greater, the
one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one at the table? But | am among
you as one who serves.

8You are those who have stood by me in my trials; *°and | confer on you, just as my
Father has conferred on me, a kingdom, *so that you may eat and drink at my table in my
kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

*¥1Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat, **but | have
prayed for you that your own faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned back,
strengthen your brothers." **And he said to him, "Lord, | am ready to go with you to prison and to
death!" *Jesus said, "l tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow this day, until you have denied
three times that you know me."

*He said to them, "When | sent you out without a purse, bag, or sandals, did you lack
anything?" They said, "No, not a thing." “He said to them, "But now, the one who has a purse
must take it, and likewise a bag. And the one who has no sword must sell his cloak and buy
one. ¥For | tell you, this scripture must be fulfilled in me, 'And he was counted among the
lawless'; and indeed what is written about me is being fulfilled." **They said, "Lord, look, here
are two swords." He replied, "It is enough."”

*He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples
followed him. ““When he reached the place, he said to them, "Pray that you may not come into
the time of trial." *'Then he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, knelt down, and prayed,
“’Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done." *Then
an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength. **In his anguish he prayed more
earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the ground.45When
he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping because of grief, “®and
he said to them, "Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come into the time of
trial."

*"While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one of
the twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; *put Jesus said to him,
"Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?" **When those who were around
him saw what was coming, they asked, "Lord, should we strike with the sword?" **Then one of
them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 5'But Jesus said, "No more of
this!" And he touched his ear and healed him. **Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers
of the temple police, and the elders who had come for him, "Have you come out with swords
and clubs as if | were a bandit? >*When | was with you day after day in the temple, you did not
lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness!"

**Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest's house. But
Peter was following at a distance. **When they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard
and sat down together, Peter sat among them. **Then a servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight,
stared at him and said, "This man also was with him." *’But he denied it, saying, "Woman, | do
not know him." °8A little later someone else, on seeing him, said, "You also are one of them."
But Peter said, "Man, | am not!" **Then about an hour later still another kept insisting, "Surely
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this man also was with him; for he is a Galilean." ®*But Peter said, "Man, | do not know what you
are talking about!" At that moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. ®'The Lord
turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to
him, "Before the cock crows today, you will deny me three times." ®?And he went out and wept
bitterly.

®*Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him; **they also
blindfolded him and kept asking him, "Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?" ®*They kept heaping
many other insults on him.

®When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chief priests and
scribes, gathered together, and they brought him to their council. *’They said, "If you are the
Messiah, tell us." He replied, "If | tell you, you will not believe; ®®and if | question you, you will not
answer. “But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God."
"OAll of them asked, "Are you, then, the Son of God?" He said to them, "You say that | am."
"'"Then they said, "What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own
lips!"

231Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. “They began to accuse
him, saying, "We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to the emperor,
and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king." *Then Pilate asked him, "Are you the king of
the Jews?" He answered, "You say so." “Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, "I
find no basis for an accusation against this man." °But they were insistent and said, "He stirs up
the people by teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this place."

®When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. "And when he
learned that he was under Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was himself in
Jerusalem at that time. ®3When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had been wanting to
see him for a long time, because he had heard about him and was hoping to see him perform
some sign. *He questioned him at some length, but Jesus gave him no answer. '°The chief
priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. "'Even Herod with his soldiers
treated him with contempt and mocked him; then he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him
back to Pilate. That same day Herod and Pilate became friends with each other; before this
they had been enemies.

3Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, *and said to
them, "You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and here | have
examined him in your presence and have not found this man guilty of any of your charges
against him. ®*Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has done nothing to
deserve death. "°l will therefore have him flogged and release him."

"®Then they all shouted out together, "Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for us!"
(This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had taken place in the city,
and for murder.) *°Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again; Zbut they kept
shouting, "Crucify, crucify him!" ““A third time he said to them, "Why, what evil has he done? |
have found in him no ground for the sentence of death; | will therefore have him flogged and then
release him." **But they keg)t urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified;
and their voices prevailed. *So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted. He
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released the man they asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and
murder, and he handed Jesus over as they wished.

%As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the
country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. %’ A great number
of the people followed him, and among them were women who were beating their breasts and
wailing for him. 2’But Jesus turned to them and said, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for
me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. *’For the days are surely coming when they
will say, 'Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never
nursed.' ®Then they will begin to say to the mountains, 'Fall on us'; and to the hills, 'Cover us.'
*IFor if they do this when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?"

*2Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him.
*When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. **Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they
do not know what they are doing." And they cast lots to divide his clothing. **And the people
stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, "He saved others; let him save
himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!" *The soldiers also mocked him, coming up
and offering him sour wine, *’and saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!"
*®There was also an inscription over him, "This is the King of the Jews."

*0ne of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are you
not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" “°But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? *'And we indeed have been
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done
nothing wrong." “Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." “*He
replied, "Truly | tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise."

*|t was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon, “while the sun's light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. “Then
Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands | commend my spirit." Having said
this, he breathed his last. ¥’ When the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God and
said, "Certainly this man was innocent." “And when all the crowds who had gathered there for
this spectacle saw what had taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts. “*But all his
acquaintances, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance,
watching these things.

**Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a member of
the council, >’had not agreed to their plan and action. He came from the Jewish town of
Arimathea, and he was waiting exgectantly for the kingdom of God. **This man went to Pilate
and asked for the body of Jesus. **Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid it in
a rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid. **It was the day of Preparation, and the
sabbath was beginning. **The women who had come with him from Galilee followed, and they
saw the tomb and how his body was laid. **Then they returned, and prepared spices and
ointments.

On the sabbath they rested according to the commandment.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



Children’s message
Sermon Rev. Dr. George R. Qualley

HYMN OF THE DAY “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” P. 335

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

CREED
Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.” On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in need.
A brief silence.
Guide your church this Holy Week as we follow in the servant way of Jesus. Protect those who
face hostility or oppression for their faith. Humble those who would use faith to dominate others
and reinforce their own power. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
Make your creation a living witness to Christ's passion and resurrection: in waving palms,
shouting stones, fragrant vineyards, murmuring wheat, and revealing fire. Make us attentive to
your holy presence in the world, that we may care for the earth you love. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
Let your face shine upon the leaders of nations and let the same mind be in them as was in
Christ Jesus, so that those with the most power may humble themselves to serve the most
vulnerable. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
Sustain the weary with a word. Grant perseverance to political prisoners and to any who are
exploited, unjustly accused, or wrongly convicted. Abide with all who are in jails, detention
centers, or prisons. Console all who experience times of trial or suffering, and we remember our
friends and family members before you. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
Give strength to those who will lead worship during Holy Week: pastors and deacons, altar
guilds and sacristans, musicians and assisting ministers, ushers, and office staff. Instill in them
awe and joy, that their service may reflect the love of Jesus. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
We pray for all our military, especially those deployed. We keep in our prayers all the Wounded
Warriors that have returned home to heal. We pray for our missionaries: for Cheryl Kruckemeyer
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our missionary in Tanzania, for Leslie and Richard in the Home Office serving with the World
Mission Prayer League, and for our sister congregation at Faith Lutheran Church in Great Falls,
Montana. God of Heaven and earth, you call your children to seek first your kingdom and
righteousness. We pray for this work throughout the Texas District of Lutheran Congregations in
Mission for Christ. Bless and prosper the work of our District staff as they support your mission:
Bryce Formwalt, Alyssa Moore, and Doris Engelhardt. Today we also pray for Bethel Lutheran
Mission in Laredo, Texas and their pastor, Mariana Mendez. By your Holy Spirit, give them the
strength of faith to answer your call to make disciples. Bless and protect all our local nurses,
doctors, healthcare workers and first responders, our students, teachers and school
administrators. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
We give thanks to you for our beloved dead, trusting that as the cross of Jesus led to the empty
tomb, so you welcome those who have died into the paradise of your presence. God, in your
mercy,
receive our prayer.
Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name of
Jesus, who leads us from death to life.
Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
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COMMUNION

Holy Communion is offered both in the center aisle line and at the altar rail.

Lamb of God
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
Prayer After Communion
SENDING
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and 1 give you peace.
SENDING SONG “Go, My Children, with My Blessing" P. 543

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
Thanks be to God.

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms)from the
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Chist in the
USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Songs Used by Permission. CCLI License #11135365
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK

TODAY Apr 13
9:00 - Handbell Practice - Sanctuary
10:00 - Worship - Sanctuary
11:00 - Sunday School and Adult Education
12:00 - Radio Broadcast — KRXT 98.5 FM
MONDAY Apr 14
No Scheduled Activities
TUESDAY Apr 15
6:30 - Council Meeting - St. Paul House
6:30 - Scouts - Fellowship Hall
WEDNESDAY Apr 16
9:30 - Folding Bulletins
1:30 - Prayer Time
THURSDAY Apr 17
9:30 - LCMC Pr Cluster Mtg
11:30 - Women of the Word - Sirloin Stockade
1:00 - Maundy Thursday Service- w/Communion
6:30 - Maundy Thursday Service- w/Communion
FRIDAY Apr 18
1:00 - Good Friday Service - Sanctuary
6:30 - Good Friday Service - Sanctuary
SATURDAY Apr 19
No Scheduled Activities
News Articles Due
NEXT SUNDAY Apr 20
7:00 - Worship with Holy Communion - Easter Service - Sanctuary
10:00 - Worship with Holy Communion - Easter Service - Sanctuary
12:00 - Radio Broadcast — KRXT 98.5 FM
Announcement

Flowers are given in thankfulness for family
and friends that are family.
Flowers given by Linda Zuehlke.

Serving Today

Council Ushers: Rhonda Ochoa, Loren Dittmeyer

Reader: Debbie Mathys
Acolytes: Nolan Schiller
Altar Flowers: Zuehlke

Serving April 20

Council Ushers: Steve Morgan, Carmen McCleery

Reader: Kathy Paulsen
Acolytes: Open - Easter
Altar Flowers: Decorating Committee
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